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The artie’s wis read, s*ating that the prisoner
bad murdered the wan who was recognized as
bor busband, and whom she bolleved af thr Kme
wis the sald George Craniiffe; a stimolas was
then given her, g pan placed in her hand, and
she attached ber pame in her usnal neat, fomicine
yle

!lhlﬁlmd thypie Wigoa'ures as wiins mes,
and soon after the lawyer 100k his leave, pariiog
sorrow fully with Jalia.

All was still a% the grave in the apartmont,the
l‘..’ shod a misty lght over (hosa walchars

Mr. and Mrs. Ramson sat in the embrasare of

one of the windows; Colonel PesMag stood, his

head bawed on his arm, resting "ga'as’ the man
L te!; Harry was locking upon his brother as be
sal gupporting Jalls, whowe brea’h came faint
and dificnit from ber chest. Aa Bour led by
the stillpess was uabroken, whea a low seund
was hoard  "I'was the harbinger of death. They
sprang to Lhe bedside in time to mark the dark
eyes testing upon Gsorge's face, to odeerve Lhe
grey bue of e micg dissalulivs overspread her
countenss @, te see ber siuk W reat, as o iy as

il sioep had setiled upon ber seused, and thea &

tow- “Cod's wil! be dovel’ eson od durry, a8

bis M aros conva sed with slleat agoay
prosand bis Upa b0 U pulseless brow, and laid
all that was lafy of mortalicy wpom the eouch,
then bowlng his hend 0 bis haalds, 18 itrove
maser Vs MR emotivoe,

A shurt time War, be touk 'save of Yl tHends
an i left the room.

As sooret s Be would have Leem, a0 Mo was
cwming use ball, be wa< perc tveu by Husa, who
waa talbimg with Jim near the duer .f the siiting
roam; the ormer marked the resenilance in his
stature and walk, to ber late mester, and axnited
aa she was by Der mistress’ iflnoss, ste could ou!
opesis, bat stoud wilh eutlstretobed haod aad
aistemded opshalls, pointing toward whers e
hantigd vhe ugh the door. Jlm Jid avt see um,
an his Wack was furned wward Wm, bat e was
i Sscted with a portion of Bosa s teeror, and with
ane umpaise beth took Lo tieir Geels, aad ded as
fast %e possth's to the Rilchen. Haere, 88 ususl
tire blecks were cungreyated, conversing ln kw
tones of the sventful morning, snd as Rosa aad
Jim burst in wpen them, partly through fear,
purtly from sympathy, s wild cry arose from all,
and they sat Gembling sand shuinkdag, at, they
new not what

At Jength Rose found vaeice to sy,

“Yor wiahed nigges, make yer pesce wid de
Lord, for dis yere house is hanted, sa sure &s
you'reliben! T seed Masma Cranliffe’s sperit
croms do hall, ani disappear frough de wall ™™

That was the final climax, and groass and
terrified wailing rascanded upon the afr, as they
sank on their knees, and alternatsly bowled,
laaghcd, wept and prayed,

Lo v,

OHAPTER XXM
TROAGE CRANLIIVE'S NARRATIVE,

Back again to the ¢ urt-reom, where tbamu!-
titude are listening with bres'hless cagrrness Lo
George Ceanliffe’s story.

We will pass over his narrative of the discey-
ery of the murdered man, and his declsion t9
eonoed] bimpelf, and take it up where he lei
Harry apd Colonsl Pesling on the road, skipping
such portiona s it is unnecessary to repeat.

“When we paried at Central Clump, I pro
oscded to Richmond, and remained there during
the duy; whilethere | decided up.n & place of
peslderce—the we l krown hawnted house at Lhg
Nor b west snd of the +illage.”

A burst of surjrise escaped his hoarers, but no
sound or movemeni secapod Bracford.

. “The first night of my residence there, the
pignt wfier the murder, 1 was startled by the
#uud of feoin eps spprosching the door of Lhe
room | bad chosen; tte man entervd the ad)oin-
fog apsriment, & d | stole ssfi'y furth W neger-
twn who i conld bo,

“Judge then of my surprics, whin 1 bsheld
Nelsoo Dradfoid.”

ls pansed to mark tho effect of his words, but
calm and statue like cat the wrisoner, gazing &
fiercely, so unflinchingly at bim.

“‘Afver & soilloquy coneeralng the deed s0 re-
eenlly semmiticd, he commenced sounding the
smamtle, to find & secret. closet ; when his search

from Dradford's eyes, as George proceeled,
‘midet profourd silence on the part of the rest.

and found upon the steel, immadiately next the
bardle, fivo ktters, which some one had evident-
Iy endeavored to erase by grioding, but after
savare study, | Ceclphered— ‘N, 8.’

entered the village Inn, caughht up & ne wapaper,
ind seated himself near the window; suddenly be
started up In extreme agitation, and thea gazing
srcond to ascertaln that be was unobserved, took
out his penknife and cut & notiee from the paper
md puttiog @t In bhis pockel book, left Lhy

bad ¢

“Goroealed from view, I babeld Havy me-
purptctingly throw himeelf on the grabs, swalt-
ing the filend who It was stated would be thote
& short time atier, T bedeld the tlave, who had
been hidden, sofily stealing beliind hlm.

"] Bold my breath as I followsd, dnd just s
the gleaming kuifs was ralsed o wirlke, I dregs
ged bim back, and before he could reallzs it, | ——
buiflod bim off Lo & ca¥e near at hand; there, be HOUSE m STORE TO

n lqu se
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I loarned from the former, that he suspscted
fly |!ﬂh~r
E‘tﬂﬁt&mma.
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Dradford; while we ware talking, Colenal Pesling
' nexpired laase of 3 M“
ﬁ.:ﬂ.r n.r-.'ﬁﬁ?c
-hon-b-

in a momont of abstraction, picked up a stone,

#nd theww It up io the branches of the plass.
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When i fell to the ground, it brought with it,
somelhing which we found to be a kaifs, Kk was
onorn lnon. BLACKSMITR
"::..':"

eovered with rust, and ov h", the one used in
HIL . w
ne Lef

the bloody deed, and had bosn thrown there by
the aswmasin, when his fiendish work was com-

pleted.”
Dark and malignant was the fire that shot

-
&

“Wkhen a'one, I gave It a close examination,
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* When he disappearwd, & maa robed in a
laboret's o s*ume, with s low s'oushed hat, whe
Tsarved the cocurmecee, entared Lhe lan, and
pomansed with & fsilng of curiosity, pocieied
the paper , peresiviag I was the Richmond La
yairer of four weeas before, be prosured e mher
of the same date, to learn what it could bave
boen, to canse Desdford such agitation ; be feand
the uotiew rend ae follows,
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“A:.du'qﬂlh..-ndl”rh-hnprl— iuﬁ-ﬁwxd Axtares |‘“.h,::
, wwil procesded. :E Mt
* 1 wais should meel the ape of Gordea (= "‘:L"""“.‘::‘-i-‘i‘ﬁ"‘l‘.‘..f-"‘l‘.. ..L'mr.'

mer Eaq., be i mquested to lmmedately wm
munien’s »ih Beaton Thalmer and Co Rica-
mend, & be agresd to. Aoy parws or perwns
wruwing the whessbou' s of the wd genioman,
would oblige by infusming bim of this aatice.
Some duubts are snvertaiied as to his mloty, e
e | ad money sod other valuab e apon his per-
son; oo set out from Richmund on the Sed of
Musch for Logleton, and gave bis word that he
woald immedintely apoa resching there, before
proceading farther commut ieate with his friends,
but cothing has besa beerd from him. Ile is
sbout five fes® ten inches la beight, black hair
acd ayes, aquiline noss, firm, small moeatly his
dress was Black, bis ridiag beots marked oa the
lining ‘G. C.' The same icitlsls were upon his
pockst handkerchiel.”

The pasonal description resembled George
Cranliffe minutaly, and ss be folded up the paper
and returned It to his pocket, one glance sufficed
to show him that the face of Netson Bradford
wae purple with rage,

“l was the person that took the Esqalrer,
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The day upon which the misstug man startad, is m]..m m
the day preceding the one on which the desd hims "‘ 52
body wae found on the roed from Richmond. 1 ""J -

now eonalder:d I had suflic’ent evidence against
Bradfind, and sought the uffice of lawy er Ligrem

he was for some time in doubt as to my belng
real fleah and blcod; but 1 soon couviaced itlm of
the reality, andtold my story., From him I
Jearned that Jalis Creallffs had sought him with
& timilar purpose, and aleo that supposing me
dead, she had consented to marry Bradford; but
the latter was merely a russ, to maks sure of his
capture, as from the first she 3id not latend %o
link ber fate with one, whom even crimisals
would shun with horror. The Lawyer conseated
to Jet me remain concealed, and to armst him
on Mry. Cranliffe's charge; | biing not to make
my appearance until the final moment, & guilt,
such as bis, should be utterty confounded.
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gt wirth suocess, he placed a dark looking bun-
dle widhim it, ramazking that there it was safe,
and  fasiening the spring, he prepared to de-

part,
. %% 814 mysolf until ke descended the stairs,
then fided with & sudden thought, leaned over
the banister, snd hissed —‘Murderer!' Its of-
foot wpon Bim was slectric, he roshed oat of the
_"house, apd I saw him not again that night.
““When the body of the murdered msn was
barse to she grave, | was present, but disguised,
and ocoupied a coccealed position ; Bradbrd re-

lumn v York, 3 ulies w lom

malaed afier the rest in the churciyard. Robed | Flales :ﬁﬂ :”"g a4 m"" r""% : :':-"'r‘:’:’
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tuflictently alarmed bim, 1 lefc him (usssiple | B gaetot, B -~ lares hoves oc Make sreed Hﬁ"‘“"""

upon the ground, departiog unperceived, A FRO

“At variows Wtervala sttor wuid, Lcontrived to | S 1000 ACKED OF TS BEYT #a “““‘ "4 REWARD — BTOLEN -
e

confront bie, aud he sutert'ned the supjosition
that I wes the apirit of his vietlm, returned to
eaith; he wad consequently alwars convulsed

8 withterror. Anevent pow ocourred which made
. Moo fear greatly fur the lifs of another, nearly
a'tached (o me by fraternal ties. Ous oight =

' 1 wms boading by the glimmer of my ligh. o the
£oom sbove, | was startled by the sew d of fuot-

* @heps and volees below me, I Las'ily donned my
pop— dynl.o apd nol.a'essly cercornded, | was not
mistaken; In the dim moonlizht which ilumined
the ajartment bensath mine, I detectod two msn
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